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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, June 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and by video 

conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She began by saying that we are at a challenging time in our 

Country.  We have a health crisis, an economic crisis, and a crisis of justice and she asked 

that everyone in the community think about the family of George Floyd and every person 

who has suffered racial bias or discrimination because of what they look like.  She knows 

the people of this community and hopes that everyone can find in their hearts the love and 

the kindness that we so desperately need right now in our Village, in our County, in our 

State, and in our Country.  

6:30 pm Interview- LPC - Anthony Ciana  

6:45 pm Interview- CSCTF- Andrew Weidman 

6:50 pm Interview- CSCTF- Edward Campbell 

7:00 pm Regular Meeting 
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Public Hearing 

 

Real Property Tax Law Cancellation or Reduction of Penalties, Interest, and 

other Charges 

 

Mayor Picinich opened up the public hearing.  She stated that this change was based on 

a discussion previously opened by the Board.  Due to Covid-19 a good number of people 

have suffered economic hardships.  As a result, Village government wants to enable people 

who can certify their economic hardships, specifically due to Covid-19, the opportunity to 

defer their Village taxes until August 15, 2020 without penalty.  There are forms and 

specific criteria to be met and those guidelines can be found online.   

Trustee Schleimer asked to make one change in language to the resolution to which the 

Village Attorney had no objection.  

The Board kept the public hearing open to give people an opportunity to comment via 

phone and Facebook Live and continued on with the agenda.  

 

1) Communications: 

 

2) Petitions: None. 
 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 
 

a. U.S. Census reminder 

 Mr. Brancati reminded everyone to complete the Census if they have not 

done so already.  Currently, the Village is at 62.8%, but our goal is to be at 100%.  

Ensuring a complete and accurate count of every resident of the Village through the 2020 

Census will help the Village receive the appropriate allocation of funds through grant 

programs.   

 

b. Bid Results- Contract# 2019-04 Paving  

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that every year he and DPW General Foreman 

Joe Luppino conduct inspections of every street throughout the Village and develop a 

prioritized list for resurfacing.  The streets being paved this year are High Street, Ward 

Avenue (between Brook Street and High Street), East Hyatt Avenue (between Grove Street 

and Thorn Avenue), Grandview Drive, Drake Street, Lafayette Street, Beverly Road 

(between Rt. 133 and Forest Drive), Willetts Road, Lawrence Street, Pine Street, St. Mark’s 

Place (between Boltis Street and Spring Street), and Boltis Street (between Rt. 117 and St. 

Mark’s Place).   This bid is for that work and Mr. Brancati announced the bid results as 

follows: 
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5) Board Reports: 

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that the Bedford Central School District has sent out 

ballots for the School Board elections to be held on June 9th.  Those ballots would need to be 

received by June 9th for them to be valid.  She also mentioned that she received two (2) 

different ballots for the primary on June 23rd; the Presidential ballot, and one for the 

Congressional and Assembly races.   

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he had the opportunity to speak to Bob Byrns, 

President of Mount Kisco Little League, who indicated to him that they were poised to 

proceed with whatever programs are available that are consistent with New York State 

guidelines and local laws.  In the past they have had clinics and camps as well as a season 

and Mr. Byrns is hopeful that they will get approval to start those programs for the summer, 

but that remaining smart and safe is what we do.   

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Economic Development Council met with a 

focus on how to help in the short-term through this pandemic.  Basically, they want to 

encourage business to be open in the safest way possible.  Information is going out to the 

Chamber of Commerce as well as their membership with the goal of getting this information 

out to all businesses in the Village within the next couple of days.  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that this past Saturday the Village celebrated 

Memorial Day with a simple but wonderful service in front of the Veterans Memorial.  The 

Color Guard marched from the American Legion to the Veterans Memorial, with a small 
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speech from Commander Roger Guess followed by meaningful remarks by Mayor Picinich.  

This was followed by a gun fire salute.  This year was very simple due to the guidelines to 

restrict large gatherings.  It was a gorgeous day to give tribute to all the men and women 

who made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.  This ceremony was recorded and is 

available on our website, and the Village’s public access television channels which are 

Optimum Channel 20 or Fios Channel 40. She also reminded residents to be on the lookout 

for the ballots for School Board and Primary elections that are both coming up.  Deputy 

Mayor Farber continued on to say that as we go into Phase 2 of opening up more 

businesses, please continue to use caution.  These masks will be part of our new normal 

throughout the summer and please continue washing your hands with soap for 20 seconds.  

As we begin to venture out in the world please remember to support your local restaurants 

and businesses and remember to stay safe. 

Mayor Picinich began by speaking very directly about the death of George Floyd at the 

hands of police in Minneapolis, clearly a horrific situation.  She wanted to speak very 

specifically to our community here.  We all know that the Westchester County Police staff 

our Mount Kisco precinct and in response to the continued injustice, specifically in response 

to the death of George Floyd, County Executive Latimer today announced a work group.  

Representatives from across the County, including religious leaders and advocates for 

justice along with law enforcement will be coming together to review the procedures, 

policies, and training for Westchester County Police and said that our law enforcement will 

be at the forefront of reform.  He also announced that the Human Rights Commission will 

begin a series of public conversations to discuss racism and bias of any form in the hopes 

that we can bring this conversation into the forefront and focus for everyone across the 

County, but certainly here to the Village.  She continued on to say that we are managing in 

terms of Covid-19 and it is because everyone in the community has done such an excellent 

job and have made a choice to be accountable for their actions.  As of today, we are 

reported to have six (6) active Covid cases and it is important that we continue to follow the 

social distancing protocol.  She also mentioned that contact tracing is also an important 

factor in testing.  If someone tests positive, they will get in contact with the tracing team 

and go over all the places they may have come in contact with people and then those 

people would be advised of the possible contact and be referred to get a test and remain 

under quarantine until those results come in.  Testing has become more available so please 

call to make an appointment if needed.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that we are half way 

through Phase 1 following specific guidance that has been outlined by the State.  Provided 

that all the numbers and health data points remain stable, we will be able to move into 

Phase 2 of opening in the Village on June 9th.  She named some of the businesses that 

would be included in the Phase 2 opening.  The Village has been working closely with the 

Chamber of Commerce to provide the information and resources for businesses to open.  

We are highly motivated to ensure that there is a healthy and safe environment for 

everyone.  If you do not feel comfortable in a space, please let the business owner know or 

get in touch with our Building Department.  Mayor Picinich noted that since restaurants are 

offering curbside pickup, we have bagged up meters along Main Street to allow for that 

service.  We have also started enforcing paid meters on the street.  Lots remain free at this 

time.   Mayor Picinich also wanted to note that the time frame for the School Board election 

is 5pm on the 9th.  Your options are to mail your ballot in or drop it off at the Central Office 

prior to the deadline.  She went on to say the in the Village of Mount Kisco, early voting and 

primary day would be taking place in the multi-purpose room at the pool complex in 

Leonard Park.   
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6) Old Business: 

 

a. Solar Lease- 40 Green Street 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by asking if any member of the Board wanted to have a 

discussion on this prior to any motions.  Deputy Mayor Farber stated that she felt the Board 

has had many discussions on this and thinks that all opinions and comments have been 

incorporated into the document.   Trustee Squirrell began by thanking Mr. Singleton on all 

his work on this lease, but asked for some clarification be added to a portion of the 

document.   Trustee Schleimer also asked for some added language in a section of the lease 

agreement.   

 

 Mayor Picinich offered to the public that this project is for solar panels on the roof 

of 40 Green Street which is the Court and Police building.  This is through a partnership with 

Sustainable Westchester, but the lease is through a third party that would do a repair to the 

roof in order to install the solar array.  The array will generate energy which will go back to 

the grid and will also power charging stations that are going to be added to the parking lot 

of the building.  We are bartering some of the lease for the repair of the roof, however, we 

will generate income in the remaining part of the lease.   

 

 Mr. Singleton began by giving an overview of what had been changed in the lease, 

making note that the other party had been reviewing changes and adding comments, so the 

new copy of the agreement was not received in our offices until late Friday afternoon.  He 

noted that there is specificity in the exhibits to detail exactly what they are doing.  We 

confirmed that the lease length is 25 years and that they do not have any authority to 

prune, cut, or remove any of our trees.  Most importantly, they consented to the $25,000 

security after year twelve (12).  

 

 There was a small discussion amongst the Board in regards to the charging 

stations that concluded in having a larger discussion on this at a later time understanding 

that the Village holds the authority on the aesthetics of the charging stations.  

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to accept the solar lease for 40 Green Street; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Abstained 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

7) New Business: 

 
a. Adopt Local Law Chapter 66- Flood Damage Prevention 

 
Mayor Picinich began by giving some background.  These maps were given to us by 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and they reduce the area impacted by 
the flood plain.  This was introduced to us a few meetings ago and a public hearing was 
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held.   The reduction in this area will benefit the residents or business in this area as they 
would be able to scale back on flood insurance.   

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to adopt Local Law No. 1-2020 amending Chapter 66 - Flood Damage Prevention; all in 
favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Award Contract- 2020-04 Paving 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to award Contract# 2020-04 for paving to ELQ Industries with a bid of $677,096.00; all in 
favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

c. Resolution to Provide Capital Project Financing for Various Capital Projects 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 
to provide Capital project funding for various capital projects as follows; 

Increase Capital Fund Revenues:  

004.0000.5031.0002 Inter-fund Revenue - DPW Garage $ 5,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0104 Inter-fund Revenue - Shoppers Park Meters $ 1,474.02 

004.0000.5031.0138 Inter-fund Revenue - Tennis Courts $ 7,067.50 

004.0000.5031.0146 Inter-fund Revenue - General Paving $ 1,003.50 

004.0000.5031.0153 Inter-fund Revenue - Servers, Computers $ 5,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0154 Inter-fund Revenue - PEG Access $ 5,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0156 Inter-fund Revenue - Vehicle Replacement $ 150,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0159 Inter-fund Revenue - Infrastructure $ 162,382.58 

004.0000.5031.0161 Inter-fund Revenue - Mutual Fire Co. $ 255.40 

004.0000.5031.0167 Inter-fund Revenue - Parking Lot $ 5,000 .00 

004.0000.5031.0173 Inter-fund Revenue - Scanning/Digitizing $ 75,000.00 

004.0000.5031.0174 Inter-fund Revenue - Branch Brook $ 20,110.00 

004.0000.5031.0178 Inter-fund Revenue - Comprehensive Plan $ 5,462.00 

004.0000.5031.0188 Inter-fund Revenue - Leonard Park Imp. $ 25,000.00 
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004.8020.2201.0000 Expenses - Lieto Drive                                     $ 360.00 

Total                                                                           $470,000.00 

 

This internal transfer was part of the adopted 2019-2020 General Fund Budget. The 

modification provides funding for various capital projects with those appropriated funds. 

 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

d. Adopt Resolution to Grant Relief on Payment of Village Property Taxes due 

to COVID-19   
 
Since no comments were received by the public via phone or Facebook Live, a 

motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to close the 
public hearing; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

004.0000.5031.0190 Inter-fund Revenue - Playground Equipment 

004.0000.5031.0201 Inter-fund Revenue - Kirbyville School 

Total 

 
Increase Capital Fund Appropriations: 

$ 

=-$   

$ 

1,885.00 

360.00 

470,000.00 

004.1230.2154.0000 Expenses - PEG Access $ 5,000.00 

004.1680.2153.0000 Expenses - Server, Computers, Software $ 5,000.00 

004.3320.2104.0000 Expenses - Shoppers Park Meters $ 1,474.02 

004.3320.2167.0000 Expenses - Parking Lot Improvements $ 5,000.00 

004.3320.2174.0000 Expenses - General Branch Brook $ 110.00 

004.3320.2174.0001 Expenses - Branch Brook $ 20,000.00 

004.3410.2161.0000 Expenses - Mutual Fire Co. $ 255.40 

004.3620.2173.0000 Expenses - Scanning & Digitizing Records $ 75.000.00 

004.5110.2002.0000 Expenses - DPW Garage $ 5,000.00 

004.5110.2146.0000 Expenses - Various Paving $ 1,003.50 

004.5110.2156.0000 Expenses - Vehicle Replacement $ 150,000.00 

004.5110.2159.0000 Expenses - Infrastructure Village Wide $ 162,382.58 

004.7141.2138.0000 Expenses - Tennis Courts $ 7,067.50 

004.7141.2188.0000 Expenses - Leonard Park Improvements $ 25,000.00 

004.7141.2190.0000 Expenses - Playground Equipment $ 1,885.00 

004.8020.2178.0000 Expenses - Comprehensive Plan $ 5,462.00 
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Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 
to adopt the following: 
 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 crisis has imposed a financial hardship on many Village 

residents, and 

 

WHEREAS, special emergency authorization has been rendered by the Governor 

authorizing the County of Westchester to waive penalties for the late payment of County 

taxes, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the County of Westchester in accordance therewith has reduced the penalties 

for the late payment of County taxes made by July 15, 2020, and 

 

WHEREAS, Towns in Westchester County have likewise reduced the penalties for the 

payment of Town taxes made by July 15, 2020, and 

 

WHEREAS, as the County and Towns have also provided for a waiver of all penalties in 

instances of demonstrated “hardship” for tax payments made by July 15, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village wishes to provide similar relief to its residents, and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Real Property Tax Law §1182, the Village Board has conducted 

a public hearing on the 1st day of June, 2020 to consider the granting of such relief, 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it: 

 

RESOLVED, that payments of Village Taxes, including any re-levied water or sewer 

charges, may be deferred beyond June 30, 2020, up to and including August 15, 2020, and 

any penalty may be waived during this deferment period upon demonstrating compliance 

with the hardship requirements set forth by Westchester County in accordance with its 

COVID-19 Real Property Tax Relief Program upon submission of the requisite Individual 

Taxpayer or Business Entity Taxpayer Certification form to the Village Tax Receiver. 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 
e. Resolution to appoint new Board members 

 

i. Climate Smart Communities Task Force 
 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 
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to adopt the following: 

 
WHEREAS, on March 2, 2020, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees voted in 

favor of establishing a Climate Smart Communities Task Force, charged with developing a 

strategy and work plan for establishing a baseline for the Village's current emissions, for 

recommending reduction targets, for identifying new strategies for reducing emissions and 

improving energy efficiency, for recommending ways in which these strategies can be 

incorporated into the Village's development and planning efforts, and helping the Village to 

achieve the highest levels of New York State Climate Smart Communities Certification  

 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of establishing said Task Force, the Board of Trustees seek to 

appoint members to the Climate Smart Communities Task Force.  

 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco that the following residents are appointed to the Climate Smart 

Communities Task Force and for the following terms: Robin Buco (3 years); Andrew 

Weidman (3 years). 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 
ii. Leonard Park Committee 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to appoint Anthony Ciano to the Leonard Park Committee for a term of five (5) years. 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

f. Outdoor Dining and Retail Conversation 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that as businesses begin to open with the current health 

crisis, we know that being in confined spaces is not as safe as being in an outdoor space.  

There has been some discussion on how we can accommodate businesses especially since 

reduction in density is really important.   Right now as part of our Village Code, we permit 

outdoor dining as well as the sales of flowers and outdoor shrubbery.  The proposal is to 

expand that to allow retail without any age requirements to also utilize their outside space 

for sales.  Mayor Picinich continued on to say that this is a proposal to change the 

requirements for this season, not to change the code, but simply to provide retailers and 

customers with a safer environment.  
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Trustee Schleimer asked whether or not we should have some indication for dining 

establishments that there should be Covid compliance seating, suspecting that it is not in 

the existing law.  Also the existing law speaks on all sales shall be conducted within such 

establishment, no cash register, or other facility for the exchange of currency shall be 

permitted on the sidewalk; should this also change.   

Mayor Picinich noted that the State currently has guidelines regarding social distancing 

for businesses and those laws would supersede any local law we currently have.  So each 

different industry has their own specific guidelines to follow with an acknowledgment form 

for the business owners to sign prior to being allowed to open.  She also mentioned that a 

lot of technology has changed and most sales have the potential to be touchless.  

Deputy Mayor Farber stated that she supports this allowing to happen, but is concerned 

about having Downtown look like sales days.  There has to be something clear and concise 

to outline this so that we still have space on the sidewalks.  Mayor Picinich noted that there 

are regulations for these permits that outline most of her concerns.  

Trustee Squirrell asked if there were any existing County, State, or municipal guidelines 

regarding these guidelines wondering if these concerns are already addressed in other areas 

of law.  Mr. Brancati replied that there are already specific specifications and criteria 

established in the Village Code.  The permits are also revocable if an applicant is not in 

compliance at any time.  

Trustee Grunthal asked if we had any idea how many merchants would take advantage 

of this opportunity.  Mayor Picinich replied that she spoke with a few, but did not speak with 

all.  Those that she did speak with indicated that it would be something they would be 

interested in.  

Trustee Schleimer asked if there was some provision in the outdoor dining section of 

code that it breaks at ten (10) tables.  Mr. Brancati replied that anything in excess of ten 

(10) seats has to be approved by the Planning Board.  This provision in the law would not 

change that.  

There was further discussion on utilizing the green spaces in the Village for dining.  This 

is the start of a much larger conversation to make sure that we are helping merchants while 

also keeping all residents safe.  There was also a discussion on changing the permit fee and 

security to allow the application fee to be taken on the back end.  The Trustees agreed that 

it would be the right thing to do considering the circumstances this year.  They came to an 

agreement that the deposit would be $200 with a $100 fee.  A resolution will be drafted for 

consideration by the Board at their meeting scheduled for June 15, 2020. 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to pay the bills as submitted on May 28, 2020 for the months of April and May 2020 as 

follows:  

General Fund    $   86,762.49 

Water Fund     $ 127,292.27 

Sewer Fund     $     4,971.48 

Capital Fund    $    18,464.40 

Trust Fund     $    18,793.50 
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   TOTAL   $ 256,284.14 

 

All in favor:    

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 8:33 pm.  

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


